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Elementary Particles

Empathetic to users and sensitive to their
surroundings, Mathieu Lehanneur’s
household objects give a human touch

to mtelligent design

alary LLARA YOILING
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strong hght hils our eyes, cwur pupls contrack. This is one of the thousands of reflax
Coeralions our body cames cut daily 1o keep itsaelf alive and as comfortable as possible. In his
inberiars collection, Elements, Mathieu Lehannewr borrows the idea of biological reflexes for
C, K. O and dB - objects that, Bwe our bodies, constantly adapt to changes in temperature,
ignt nfensdty, oxygen levels and environmental noise to create optimum iving conditions

An abstract version of a small campfire, C begins emitting heat when i senses that body
emperature has fallen below a comfortable degree. Heat sensors, infra-red heat emitters and
memory-shape alloys ane enclosed inside an inveried cone of tiered elastomer bands, This
machanism afiows C o sense bodies in close prowimity and respond to drops in temperature
vith waves that ripple through the structure Bke crackiing flames. Drawing on similar sensory
pinciples, the K dodecahedion is entirely covered with fiber ootic hairs that monitor 1~gh1
vz and emil a white 10,000-lux ight when the intensity over a 24-hour period falls bale

m. 0, a transparent bed-glass-shaped aquarium filled with Spindina Platensis, activales
3 phalosynthelic process, manufacturing pure cxygen during pericds of high pollution, The

it race

db ball rolls toward disquieting, high-decibel notses, a crying baby for example, neutralizing
e dshebance with calming white noise

“They're 'lving objects’ that are responsive,” says Lehanneur, *| wanied fo come up with an
glematve 10 ‘inleligent houses” - scary, enormous Big Brother homes that mun everyihing
by themsehves. | find them quile kotaktanan.” Elements is deliberately small and friendly, employing
touchy-feely technology, K is just a lithe larger than your head and dB rolls around ke a
plaryiul pupgy. “There is lechnology infegrated into these objects, but they don't look especially
n-iech, These ane not intelligent obiecis,” explains the des signer. “Thiy only react fo one condition
wihere i5 the sound? Is there encugh heat? Whals important i that theve's an interaction
bebween these objects and the pecple arcund them, and we can see them working,”

COMFORT ZOMES: Tha prolagons gl Mekhiel) Lehaniei's Emments seres am,
clochkwisa from top keff, O (Osygan), H-t]{al'uh-r} £/ {Oienton), L {Ceissus) and dB (Decibel)
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Symibiosis, psychology and simiplicity have long driven Lehanneurs designs. A good
example of this is Thind Lung, which is part of a senes of medical devices that he began
in 1991, A flai box with flaxible elastomer skin, Third Lung slowly fils with air and asthma
medication speay throughout the night. In the moming, the box is swollen and distended
Reversing the usual dependent relationship bebween a user and his inhaler, the asthma

sutierer "relieves” fhe lung by sucking in the ger and meacabion

A graduate of Pars' EMSCI ('Ecole Mationale Supérieure de Création Industriefle),
Lehanneur has carved out an atypical career for himself. For example, he has never
worked for Phiippe Starck, an apprenticeship that appears on the resumes of most
French industrial dessgners. And his only chent-based work — besides a new perfume
bottie he is warking on for lssey Miyake — ane scencgraphies he creates Tor museum and
gallery axhibitions. Inslead, he has built up & reperiorre of protolypes that awail the: ngit
manufacturer. They ranoe from medicinal aids, lke his walnut-shaped “onion” of
ingestible papers sieeped in anfibeatics, to a sheller for stray cats Lehannaeur's designs
ara carebral, bul never cold, His abjecls ane interactve and humorows. Samedimes, he
will fake an object’'s function as the design's starting point, exaggerating i into a shynshic
signature, as he does with Sirate, a desk and shelving unit composed entiredy of Siacks

of open-ended aluminum shebes

Cecasionally, Lehanreur will revive some antique peece ol esolenca, like the gosd wates

eliir alchemists believed would halp man live forever, or the concenfrated marine senum

1 Hh-century Fiench bicdogesi Rend Cuinfon developed that physiclogically matches
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human blood plasma. From his readings about the iatler, he created Q, another piece in
the Elements senies: this network of stainless steel tree branch tubes diffuses a mist of

Cwinlon's famous coean plasma infended fo belp fortify the mmune sysiem,

Most Lehanneur designs are too whimsical and concepiual for the mass market, but
Elements iz proving to be a commercal contender. A modified version of L s scon fo be
avadable in imited edifion by an undisclosed manufacturer, while giant-sized versions of
the same model will be the centerpiece of Flood, a trio of new restawanis opening in
Paris_ * don't wand iy work o emain -'_-'_'-|||_'|_"|_;-:|_|.¢'|.:.' _EheninesLn S35 I want Iy OOECLS
o be proguced.”

"Wathieu's work s empathetic in the way Richand Meulra defined design,” says indepencent
curator Alexandra Midal, who will include Lehannewr's wosk in a forthcoming show on
design and science fiction at Luxembourg's Musée d'Art Modeme Grand-Duc Jean. *it's
about the inter-relationshsp between oursehes and our surmoundings — the nobon that
there is no heerarchy bebween objecls and people,” Midal says. A philosophy of the
porous nature of our existence is woven through all of Lehanneur's work. Elements
embodies thal nolon of designed interdependency. More household pets than
autanomous robots, they are aiphabetic aids for kinder, gentler bving. CY
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