'AGE OF THE
WORLD" URNS

The population pyramid with the 99 year
olds at the top and the newborns at the bottom
has been transformed into elegant enamelled
terracotta urns that are country specific, by Paris
designer Mathieu Lehanneur. They are a radical
representation of our “human bondage in this
world,” with birth at the base and death at the
apex. The 100 strata from top to bottom represent
different periods in the demographic history of each
country. For European countries, we encounter a
slimmer middle because of World War II, whilst in
developing countries like Egypt and Mexico the
base is the widest. The statistics used for these
specific forms are those of 2007, though custom
pieces can be made to more updated statistics.

“What we have here is a fascinating twin-
scope view of the state of living, a look at our own
life-span in a sculptural surround view. Death is
the motor of architecture...” Can you see which
level you are at?
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Dimensions: 60 cm high x 60 cm wide.
Material: enamelled terra cotta
Made at Vallauris by Claude Aiello.
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